
 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report  

Gordonvale World Heritage Reserve 2018-19 

 

www.tasland.org.au  

  



Introduction 
The Tasmanian Land Conservancy (TLC) protects important natural areas as permanent reserves and 

aims to demonstrate excellence in reserve management for biodiversity conservation. The TLC has 

adopted an adaptive management framework – the Open Standards for the Practice of Conservation 

which comprises 5 key steps – planning, implementing, monitoring, reporting, review/adaptation 

and communication. 

Gordonvale was acquired by the TLC in 2013 and protects 80 hectares of wet eucalypt forest, 

moorland on the site of Ernie Bond’s historic homestead in the Vale of Rassellas in southwest 

Tasmania. The Reserve is surrounded by and included within the Tasmanian Wilderness World 

Heritage Area. The management of the Reserve is guided by the Gordonvale World Heritage Reserve 

Management Plan which is implemented by TLC staff through an Annual Work Plan and Monitoring 

Plan. Details of ecological monitoring methods can be found in TLC’s Ecological Monitoring 

Procedures Manual on www.tasland.org.au. 

This report describes progress made towards delivery of the management plan in 2018-19, and is 

divided into three sections:  

1. Reserve Scorecard – a table summarising the results of management effectiveness and 

ecological monitoring to date; 

2. Management Effectiveness Summary – providing details of the implementation of key 

management strategies and making recommendations for plan improvement; 

3. Ecological Monitoring Summary – providing details of the status of conservation targets and 

trends of key ecological indicators 

The recommendations made in this report are used to adapt and improve management of the 

Reserve, update the management plan, and revise work and monitoring plans for the coming year. 

Key findings of this report are communicated to TLC Board, supporters and other stakeholders. 

Gordonvale World Heritage Reserve Scorecard 2018-19 
Ecological Monitoring 

Target Indicator Status 2016-17 2018-19 Trend 

Native ecosystems Floristic diversity 
Structural complexity 
Canopy recruitment 
Terrestrial mammal diversity 
Bird diversity 

34 species 
5.7 strata/site 
1.6 cohorts/site 
6 species detected 
16 species 2 ha 
homestead zone 

Baseline data collected 
in April 2017, trend data 
due to be collected in 
2020 

Wilderness value Not yet identified  Good On Track No Changes Known 

Management Effectiveness 

Strategy Indicator Status 2017-18 2018-19 Trend 

Cultural heritage preservation Ernie Bond’s legacy preserved 0 Unknown - 
Deteriorating 

Fire management # of unauthorised fires at the Reserve 0 1 event - Increase 

Weed and disease 
management 

Weed control (m2) 0 No Action Undertaken 

Disease status Unknown Unknown 

Note: Community engagement has been removed as a strategy and is now being assessed across all TLC reserves 

Cover image: Location of fire impact on Gordonvale Jan 2019 from ESRI imagery. Supplied by DPIPWE from TFS 
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Native ecosystems 
 

Status: Very Good 

Goal: 
Maintain the condition of native ecosystems 

Outcome: Needs Assessment 

Target Description: 
Tall, wet eucalypt forest occupies a fire-
protected, south-facing slope and the 
riparian zone along a small creek that 
crosses the property. Open woodland 
dominated by Smithton peppermint 
occupies much of the property and is in 
excellent condition, with high species 
richness, no weeds and complex 
vegetation structure. Buttongrass 
moorlands with emergent shrubs are 
widespread on Gordonvale and form part 
of a vast extensive moorland system in 
very wet situations with poor drainage 
on nutrient poor rock types such as 
quartzite. Access to Ernie’s farm precinct 2012. photo M McCoid 

Ecological indicator Previous status Status - 2018-19 Trend 

Floristic diversity 34 species total  
5.7 strata/site 
1.6 cohorts/site 
 
6 mammal species detected 

No further information. Baseline data collected in 
2017, trend data due in 2020 or earlier due to fire 
event in 2019 

Structural complexity 
Canopy recruitment 

Terrestrial mammal 
diversity 

Bird Diversity 16 species detected in 
homestead preycinct 

No further information. Baseline data collected in 
2017, trend data due in 2020 or earlier due to fire 
event in 2019 

Key findings 2018-19 

 A preliminary assessment has shown that native vegetation and mammals at Gordonvale are 
in excellent condition and have remained largely unmodified since European settlement 
except for the area contained in the E Bond precinct. 

 Trend data due is to be collected in 2020 or sooner is now essential given the significant fire 
event in Jan 2019 
 

Recommendations 

 Repeat TLC’s long-term ecological monitoring in 2020 or sooner and ensure song meters are 
deployed, and potentially remain in-situ for a lengthy period. 

 Obtain accurate fire boundary maps to determine potential impact on natural systems 



Wilderness values 
 

Status: Good 

Goal: 
The wilderness character of the region is maintained. 

Outcome: On Track 

Description: 
The Gordonvale WHA Reserve is surrounded by the 
Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park, is within the 
TWWHA and is designated as having WHA status: its 
world heritage context and its wilderness values are 
therefore significant. 
 

 
Gordonvale on route to the north 2012. Photo: 
M McCoid 

Indicator Previous status Status 2018-19 Trend 

Not yet defined -  No change in activities detracting 
from wilderness values  

Fire event 2019 – no affec on wilderness 
value – Stable 

Key findings 2018-19 

 The wilderness character of the area is recognised as being of outstanding universal value 
hence the Reserve’s inclusion and listing as part of Tasmania’s World Heritage Area. 

 The fire event in 2019 may have impacted the reserve but may not necessarily be classed as a 
‘disturbance’ affecting its wilderness value 

Recommendations 

 Ensure any activities that potentially detract from the wilderness character of the Reserve and 
surrounding landscape are not permitted. 

 

  



Management Effectiveness Summary 
 

Fire management 
 

Key objective(s) 

 No unauthorised fires occur on the 
reserve (ongoing). 

Status 2018-19 
Needs Assessment ASAP 

Strategy description 
TLC recognises the threat posed by 
unplanned fires to human life and the 
environment but acknowledges the 
difficulty of responding to fire in this 
remote location. The TLC will implement 
the restrictions of a ‘fuel stove only’ 
policy. The TLC will work with Parks and 
Wildlife Service and the Tasmania Fire 
Service in the event of a bushfire in this 
area and keep up to date with any 
changes to fire policy, any fire restrictions 
or management burns being undertaken 
in the wider region. 

Gordonvale fire zone Jan 2019. Photo: DPIPWE via TFS 

  

Indicator Previous status Status 2018-19 Trend 

No. reported or unauthorised fires at the Reserve 
 

0 fires reported 1 fire event in Jan 2019 

Progress in 2018-19 

 No visit to the reserve made by TLC staff during this period.  

 A major fire event occurred in January 2019 during the South West National Park fire. Fire 
information supplied by Jayne Balmer DPIPWE (15 Jan 2019) “According to the fire map provided by 

TFS- available through the ListMap much of the forests and structures associated with Gordonvale appear 
to have escaped the bushfire but the moorland has been burnt as would be expected. Screen shots were 
provided of the ListMap -one with the topography as the background and the other with the Esri imagery 
as the background which shows that the unburnt patches are the forested bits. Some bits of the forest 
have burnt in the surrounding region. To know if there is still a risk to the unburnt Gordon Vale forests- I’d 
have to investigate if there are any remaining hot spots are in the area (not shown in this map).  If there 
are any live edges or burning forest in the 10 km region around here then there may still be the risk of a 
live ember attack later in the season when the forest has dried out further and will be more vulnerable to 
burning… But I imagine Parks have their eye on this as an asset for protection and will be trying to keep 

the fire out of there.” 

 No more detailed information has been obtained at this time 

Key recommendations for future management 

 A site assessment should be made in spring 2019 or 2020 to map boundaries and any on-ground 
impact of the fire and to re-survey the monitoring sites. 

 Continue to implement a fuel stove only policy for the Reserve. 

 Continue to develop the whole-of-TLC fire management strategy. 
 

  



Weed and disease management 
 

Key objective(s) 

 Existing weeds are eradicated by 2017 and 
any new outbreaks are addressed in a timely 
manner. 

Status 2018-19 
Needs to be Assessed 

Strategy description 
The aim of this strategy is to eradicate existing 
infestations of Californian thistle on the reserve 
by 2017 and recommend biosecurity procedures 
to prevent or minimise the infestation of any 
new pest, weed or diseases in the future. Annual 
monitoring as part of the annual reserve 
assessment will ensure that any follow-up 
control can be undertaken. 
The exotic plant species associated with Ernie 
Bond’s settlement (e.g. spring bulbs and 
Rhododendron etc.) will be conserved for 
heritage purposes but their current distribution 
will be mapped and monitored to ensure they 
do not spread beyond this precinct. 

Flowering spring bulbs and rhododendron 2012. Photo: 
M McCoid 

  
Indicator Previous status Status 2018-19 Trend 

Weed control (m2) 0 No information - Unknown 

Disease status Unknown No information - Unknown 

Progress in 2018-19 

 No visit to the reserve was made by TLC staff during 2018-19 hence no updated information is 
available on weed status or exotic (? heritage) species. 

 PWS continue to provide a boot-wash down station and soil hygiene information at the 
bushwalker access point. 

 Long-term monitoring photographs in 2017 recorded increasing size of the rhododendron 
plant/s. 

 A potential impact of the 2019 fire could be an increase in weed species 

Key recommendations for future management 

 All weeds and heritage plants need to be assessed and mapped as soon as possible (in spring). 

 Treat any infestations of California thistle at the time during the site visit. 

 Maintain sign at access point. 

  



 

Cultural heritage preservation 
 

Key objective(s) 

 Ernie Bond’s legacy is preserved. 

Status 2018-19 
Deteriorating – a plan is needed 

Strategy description 
The legacy of Ernie Bond and his settlement at 
Gordonvale has been documented in various 
sources but the settlement physically has 
deteriorated to scattered remnants of huts, tracks, 
fences and farming implements which will continue 
to disappear over time. Community knowledge and 
a willingness to be involved with oral or physical 
preservation are essential if we are to retain any of 
these last fragments. A preservation strategy is 
needed on how best to proceed with undertaking 
this, however, in the immediate term the existing 
remnants of Ernie Bonds settlement will not be 
disturbed and the current distribution of the spring 
bulbs and Rhododendron will be mapped to ensure 
they do not spread beyond their former precinct. 

Cross cut saw at Gordonvale 2012. Photo: M McCoid 

 

Indicator Previous status Status 2018-19 - Trend 

Not yet identified Unknown No data – likely to be deteriorating 

Progress in 2018-19 

 No visit to the reserve was made by TLC staff during this period and no further developments 
on preserving cultural heritage have occurred. 

 Historical article supplied by Lindsay Crawford published in 2019 (inserted in full below) 

 Action is needed to ensure Ernie’s legacy is documented before further deterioration and a 
decision made on whatever can be stabilised or ‘showcased’ done so within the next 3 yrs. 

Key recommendations for future management 

 A site visit should be planned in spring 2019 or 2020 to record heritage values remaining and 
assess potential disturbances including from the 2019 fire 

 Encourage a skilled volunteer to map and document the cultural heritage features. 

 Continue discussions with Mountain Hut Preservation Society on potential of protecting or 
reinstating Ernie Bond’s dwelling 



 



 


