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A new, permanent Land for  
Wildlife Coordinator
Phil Wise has joined the TLC team as the new Land 
for Wildlife Coordinator, following in the hardworking 
footsteps of Shaun Thurstans and Emma McPhee, both 
of whom have now taken on new roles within TLC.

I feel very privileged to start in the role as the Land for 
Wildlife Coordinator. Private land conservation plays such an 
important role in protecting Tasmania’s wildlife habitat, some 
of which is not well represented in other forms of protected 
land such as national parks. In my previous role as a park 
ranger, I was usually a member of a small team looking after 
massive tracts of land. I can really see the value of recognising 
and working with lots of inspiring Tasmanians who put their 
passion into learning about and protecting the land they live 
on for the collective benefit of conservation.

I’ve come to the TLC after working for the Save the Tasmanian 
Devil Program as a Wildlife Biologist since 2009. Before that, 
I worked for around 12 years in the Northern Territory as a 
Park Ranger in places like Kakadu, Litchfield National Park, 
Arltunga (east of Alice Springs) and western and northeastern 
Arnhem Land.

I’ll be working with some fantastic volunteer assessors and 
other TLC staff to build the Land for Wildlife community in 
Tasmania. I’m particularly looking forward to organising some 
workshops throughout the state — along with the TLC’s new 
WildTracker Conservation Ecologist, Glen Bain — where 
members can meet each other and share their knowledge and 
experience. Dates for these are still to be confirmed, but we’ll 
be sending out an email bulletin as soon as we know.

If you need to get in touch, you can find me on  
pwise@tasland.org.au

http://tasland.org.au
mailto:pwise%40tasland.org.au?subject=


Land for Wildlife people – Jobi Starick 

Not every LFW property belongs to a retiree, a family, or even a young couple starting out. Up in Tasmania’s 
north-west, young film-maker and furniture maker Jobi Starick got together with six of his mates to buy a 
place where they could protect nature. We asked Jobi to tell us a bit about the property they bought and the 
plans they have for it.

We first heard about this property when it was owned by a 
family friend of mine. Roger and Libby raised five kids out 
here and farmed until the dairy market died in the 1980s. 
They sold all their 800 acres bar this 50, 30 years ago. 
Roger told us what he wanted for it and we all just figured 
it out between us. We’d always talked about it – we’re all 
creative building types, I’m a furniture maker, and we want 
to make a big vegetable garden and just look after the land 
for a while. 

We all grew up together in Marrawah and in Sister’s 
Beach and around here. We’ve been coming out here for 
a long time, to the Arthur River, to do a bit of fishing or a 
bit or bushwalking. It’s beautiful countryside and super-
important to look after it. 

Roger and his son had a hydroelectric scheme running 
off the dam so we’ve got an ambition to get that going 
again. We’re going to build a big timber barn on the slab, a 
communal shed. We might build tiny homes. A lot of the 
land is buttongrass, and we just got a little tractor, and 
we’ve been slashing a bit to bring up the native grass – it’s 
pretty cool habitat for lots of things – snakes, especially, 
they love it in there! 

This is an area that would have been given out in 
allotments to soldier settlers. It would have been cleared 
by fire back in the day. It’s all quite young rainforest, 50 or 
60 years old: the blackwood is starting to get a bit of size 
back into it, smaller sassafras and celery tops. But when 
you get down into the valley it starts getting older and 
older, so probably where the fire hadn’t gone. 

Gorse is the main problem. It’s the only real weed 
we’ve come across on the whole property. The rest is 
taken over by this silver tussock grass and blackwood 
regrowth. There’s no Spanish heath. A lot of us have 
done regeneration work and removing gorse and Spanish 
heath. We’re trying some experimental things on this 
gorse – we’re going to run some guinea fowl and chickens 
over it to try keep it down and put our vegetable garden 
or permaculture food forest over the top of it so we’re 
constantly hand pulling the little dormant seeds that are 
going to keep popping up over the next hundred years.
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Hooded plovers on the north-west coast near Eagle Rock Reserve. Photo: Rob Blakers



Hollows are homes
Hollows in trees are a vital part of life for many Tasmanian 
animals. Animals use hollows for protection from the 
elements and from predators, as well as for breeding. 
Animals who need hollows include some of our most 
endangered and unique species, such as the forty-spotted 
pardalote, swift parrot, orange-bellied parrot and masked 
owl. Many of Tasmania’s tiny insectivorous bat species use 
tree hollows for roosting and breeding, as do larger mammals 
such as the common ringtail and brushtail possums.

Did you know it can take over 120 years to form a hollow 
suitable for small animals, like the eastern pygmy possum? 
To create one that is suitable for the swift parrot (which only 
breeds in Tasmania) it might take twice that amount of time! 
And then there are the large and deep hollows that only 
occur in the oldest of trees (usually way older than 200 years) 
that are used for breeding by Tasmania’s largest owl, the 
masked owl. 

Tree hollows have been lost from many areas through 
increased land clearing, firewood collection, urbanisation 
and intense catastrophic bushfires that are becoming more 
common due to climate change. This loss of suitable tree 
hollows is a threat that endangers Tasmanian wildlife.

Land for Wildlife participants can play a really important role 
in conserving and encouraging hollows. Here are a few tips:

 > Preserve all existing hollow-bearing trees on your property. 
Take the time to learn about wildlife species where you live 
and what their nest hollow and food requirements are to 
help guide your management. A great way to do this is to 
‘stag watch’– sit a safe distance from the hollow with a pair of 
binoculars and observe who uses the hollows; early morning 
and dusk are the best times.

 > Wherever possible, allow your trees to grow and reach 
natural maturity, and ensure there are trees of various ages 
to create ongoing hollow formation. 

 > Add nest boxes of various designs and sizes to help wildlife 
while natural hollows are forming. You can see some designs 
and suggestions in LFW News #1. We’ll also be running 
a nest box workshop with Dr Sally Bryant at Tinderbox 
Reserve later in the year – keep an eye on your inbox  
for details.

 > If you’re regenerating parts of your land through planting, 
choose local species that may one day produce hollows  
(even though you probably won’t be around to see it!).

 > Using wildlife-appropriate fencing, fence isolated trees in 
paddocks or remnant bushland that might be grazed by 
livestock. Either plant or allow the natural regeneration of 
food plants around isolated trees to enhance their habitat 
value and add protection from strong winds.

 > If hollow-bearing trees fall naturally – then leave them there! 
They still provide habitat and dens for Tasmanian devils, 
quolls, antechinus species and native rats – not to mention 
skinks, frogs and all the invertebrate species that will no 
doubt move in!

 > Encourage your neighbours to protect their hollows too and 
let them know about the Land for Wildlife Program if they 
haven't already joined up.

Critically endangered swift parrots make nests  
in the hollows of old-growth trees. Photo: Dave James
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Say a safe goodbye to rats
During summer we start to see an increase in the numbers of many species of wildlife on our properties, as the warmer 
weather encourages breeding and movement. Many people will start to encounter more feral, invasive pest species as well.

Tasmania has several introduced rodent species including 
the black rat (Rattus rattus), brown rat (Rattus norvegicus) and 
the house mouse (Mus musculus). These rodents live in chook 
sheds, compost heaps and in and around our houses and sheds, 
as well as within natural habitats. They can spread disease, 
damage household materials, kill or compete with native 
wildlife for resources and generally create a nuisance where 
they interact with humans. 

People often use easily accessible poisons, known as 
rodenticides, from hardware shops, supermarkets or rural 
supply shops. These poison baits are very commonly used  
in a (usually futile) attempt to control animals in both urban  
and rural areas. 

However, the use of poison baits can be a silent killer for our 
native wildlife. The chemicals used, known as anticoagulants, 
are not species-specific and can kill a wide variety of animals, 
through direct ingestion (an animal directly eats the poison) or 
secondary poisoning (the poisoned animal is eaten by a second 
animal such as a predator or scavenger, which is poisoned  
as well). 

These chemicals can be divided into two main types. First-
generation poisons require an animal to eat multiple doses  
of poisoned bait before dying. Second-generation poisons are 
more powerful and only need a single dose to kill an animal. 
If you must use a poison, first-generation anticoagulants are 
preferable to second generation ones.

The animals affected can include threatened predatory and 
scavenging species like masked owls, wedge-tailed eagles, 
Tasmanian devils and spotted-tail and eastern quolls. But the 
poisons don’t discriminate, and many other native species are 
likely to be impacted by the widespread use of these poisons.

As a Land for Wildlife member, there are several ways you  
can protect wildlife not only on your property but beyond. 

Learn more. Landcare Tasmania have been driving the 
importance of this message for some time, and we really 
recommend you visit their website at landcaretas.org.au/
rodenticides 

Spread the word. Talk to your neighbours and friends about 
the problem and help to make them more aware of the greater 
impact their actions could be having.

Look at your own practices. Are you using poison to control 
rodents? It should really be your last option. Have you checked 
whether it is a first- or second-generation poison? Do you think 
about the placement of the poison bait – will the poisoned 
animal leave the area potentially leading to secondary poisoning 
of wildlife, or will native animals have direct access to the baits?

Consider other options. Rather than using rodenticides, try 
reducing the temptation: seal up compost heaps and reduce 
the attractiveness of areas such as chook sheds to introduced 
rodents by preventing access to food sources etc. Seal up access 
points to your home to prevent further rodent invasion. And 
in areas that won’t be accessed by native species, consider 
whether manual, mechanical trapping using conventional or 
modern traps is an option.

And don’t forget – our native wildlife eat these introduced 
species too. If you keep protecting and enhancing the habitat  
on your property for them, they will help to keep the rodents  
in check!

Are you already controlling black rats on your property? UTAS 
PhD student Ink Kittipalawattanapol is looking for participants 
in a research project. Find out more at www.facebook.com/
photo?fbid=6329266843815024 or email kk10@utas.edu.au

A careful approach to getting rid of introduced rodents will protect 
native predators like the spotted-tail quoll. Photo: Matt Palmer

Land for Wildlife 
makes a valuable 

contribution to 
protecting nature
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