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Superb fairywrens at Tara and Steve's Land for Wildlife property. Photo by Jasmine Connors.

As dusk fell on the first day in my new
home in southern Tassie, my son and |
spotted movement across the garden.
A bandicoot was emerging for the
evening and already busily digging for
her supper in the lawn. This encounter
brought us such delight and was a
particularly Tasmanian welcome. How
wonderful that we can share our homes
with these pointy-nosed neighbours.

Relative to many parts of mainland
Australia, we are lucky to still have so
much habitat and wildlife here. The
worst thing we could do is to take it
for granted.

Conserving nature on private land is
more important now than ever. Habitat
loss and a changing climate mean that
many species now need a larger, more

connected network of landscapes

to survive. Our gardens, bush blocks
and farms play a vital role - linking
ecosystems, protecting threatened
species and supporting regeneration.

Conservation is not something that
happens somewhere else. It happens
here - on the land we live on, care
for, and come to know. By supporting
landholders to care for the places
they love, we are investing in a more
connected, resilient future for nature.

The stories in this newsletter show

what is possible. Sarah’s carefully tended
garden near Launceston has revealed
itself as habitat for devils and quolls.

Fiona and Graeme’s Bruny Island property
is transforming from paddocks into
regenerating woodland alive with birds.

At TLC, we have the pleasure of walking
with landholders like Sarah, Fiona and
Graeme to hear their joys and their
trials in coming to know and care for
the places they call home. In turn, it is
deeply satisfying to give back by helping
connect them to practical resources and
communities of others doing the same.

As we approach the end of the financial
year, your support will directly shape
how many landholders we can support
in the year ahead. Conservation starts at
home, and with the collective efforts of
many, we can help nature thrive across
Tasmania for generations to come.

- Dr Katherine Tuft, CEO
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HIGHLIGHTS

Land for Wildlife members Tara, Steve and family.
Photo by Jasmine Connors.

See how landholders are helping
reconnect habitat across Tasmania,
one property at a time, on page 2.
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Fiona and Graeme on their Land for Wildlife property.
Photo by Eddie Safarik.

Explore the transformation of a
Bruny Island property where wildlife
is already returning on page 3.

Ngaio weeding at Five Rivers Reserve. Photo by
Gemma Dyke.

Read how years of volunteer effort
are helping turn the tide on ragwort
in the Central Highlands on page 4.



CONSERVATION

STARTS AT HOME

Land for Wildlife members Tara, Steve and kids. Photo by Jasmine Connors. Eastern barred bandicoot illustration by Rachel Tribout.

Across Lutruwita/Tasmania, landholders
are stepping up to protect nature.
But demand for support is growing
faster than current programs can

keep pace with.

We are lucky on this island to have
expanses of forest, native grasslands
and wetlands that remain relatively
intact. These landscapes are home to
plants and wildlife found nowhere else.

But these habitats are under increasing
pressure and are becoming more
fragmented every year. Trees are being
cleared, roads divide grasslands, and

wetlands have been drained for farming.

Many native species, from the forty-
spotted pardalote in the treetops

to the eastern barred bandicoot in
the tussocks, are in decline. More
than 650 species are now listed

as threatened in Tasmania.

National parks are vital. But many
native species live on private land,
and more than half of the state

is privately owned. This means
landholders have a real opportunity
to make a difference. The future

of nature in Tasmania depends on
what happens on private land.

At TLC, we work directly with
landholders through Land for Wildlife,
Gardens for Wildlife and WildTracker.
Together, these programs help
people protect and restore habitat
on their land and understand the
wildlife that shares their land.

Some landholders are protecting
remnant bush or restoring creeklines.
Others are planting native species

in gardens or recording the
species that live on their land.

On one property outside Launceston,
Gardens for Wildlife member Sarah

has shaped her garden over many years
in response to what will grow there.
Much of the space remains unfenced,
allowing animals to move freely through
it. Over time, the garden has begun to
feel like part of the surrounding bush.

But it wasn’t until she installed a
motion-sensor camera through
citizen science program WildTracker
that she realised how important the
property is as a home for wildlife.

‘WildTracker showed us that
devils and quolls are still using this

landscape - we just hadn’t known it

Stories like this show how even
small, lived-in spaces can support
wildlife and connect with the
landscapes around them.

The Land for Wildlife program

now supports conservation on

more than 38,000 hectares of
private land - double the size of
Freycinet National Park - stewarded
by over 900 landholders.

People like Sarah with smaller patches
can join Gardens for Wildlife, a
community of people who are helping
nature thrive in their backyards.

And through WildTracker, more than
500 landholders are contributing
valuable data to a growing picture
of wildlife across Tasmania.

Will you make a
tax-deductable gift
today to help protect
and restore native
habitat?

Individually, these actions may seem
small. But together they are building
something much larger - a connected
network of habitat across farms,
gardens and bush blocks. This kind

of conservation depends on people,
and on the cumulative impact of
many decisions made over time.

Across Tasmania, more landholders
are recognising the role they can
play in protecting nature. Demand
for ecological advice, monitoring
tools and practical support is growing
beyond what current programs can
provide. People are ready to act -
restoring habitat, creating wildlife
corridors and learning more about
the species that share their land.

Meeting this growing demand
requires sustained investment in
people, ecological expertise and
long-term support for landholders.

It involves visiting properties, providing
tailored advice, running workshops,
strengthening community networks
and maintaining tools like WildTracker
that help us understand how native
species are using private land.

As the end of the financial year
approaches, your support is critical
to help us strengthen and build
these programs in the year ahead.

What happens on private land over the
coming years will shape whether many
native species continue to survive and
move across the landscape into the future.

You can help shape that future
by donating to support nature
on private land at tasland.org.
au/donate_privateland


https://tasland.org.au/donate_privateland/
https://tasland.org.au/donate_privateland/

"FROM PADDOCKS
TO PARDALOTES

Fiona and Graeme on their Land for Wildlife property. Photo by Eddie Safarik.

When Fiona and Graeme bought their
20-hectare property on South Bruny
Island in 2021, conservation wasn’t
front of mind. They were after a
retirement project in a quiet place.

The property had been heavily grazed:
tired paddocks and patches of bush
browsed down to almost nothing with
barely any understorey.

One of the first things they did was
remove farm fencing that dissected the
property. Once the fences were gone,
the shape of the land became clearer.

They started planting trees, mostly to
screen the road, starting with blackwood
after noticing a stand nearby. They
then added other natives including
white gums, a key food source for the
endangered forty-spotted pardalote.

There was no shortage of other jobs too
- erosion, drainage, old wood piles to
deal with. It felt huge and overwhelming.

Around this time, they connected
with Land for Wildlife. A visit from
Coordinator Phil Wise and volunteer
Dan Sprod changed how they looked
at their land.

Up to that point, Fiona says, they’d
assumed they needed to be actively
managing the land. After chatting with
Phil, they began to see things differently;
they shifted their focus to working with
what was already there.

Some of the things they had seen as
problems began to look different - even
the tunnel erosion. ‘It’s basically a creek
forming, Fiona says. ‘So we thought, let’s
plant around it and see what happens.

Instead of burning old timber piles, they
decided to leave them in place. Over
time, those piles have softened into the
landscape, now more like low patches of
vegetation, humming with life.

Much of the work they've done has been
weeding - thistles, pennyroyal and other
invasive species. As the canopy closes,
less weeding will be needed.

‘You can see it speeding up.
There are areas where we haven’t

planted anything, and trees are
just coming up by themselves!

So far they've planted about 800
native trees, with support from the
Bruny Island Environment Network,
sourcing seedlings locally to maintain
local provenance.

Fiona and Graeme thought it might
take ten years to see much change. But
within five, it’s already clear. Trees are
now six or seven metres tall. Some areas
are regenerating without any planting.

A native plant, prickly moses, seems to
be helping - spreading into the paddocks
and protecting young seedlings from
grazing. What was once mostly grass is
now a mix of reeds, shrubs and saplings.

Native hens dash about close to the
house. Echidnas tear into jack jumper
nests. An old telegraph pole Fiona and
Graeme installed to attract raptors has
found another purpose, with dusky robins
launching from it to catch insects below.

During the Bruny Island Bird Festival
earlier this year, Fiona and Graeme

hosted a group tour of the property.
As they stood near one corner, Phil
Wise, who was speaking to the group,
suddenly stopped.

‘He didn’t just stop mid-sentence -
he stopped mid-word, Fiona says.
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‘He said, “l can hear pardalotes.

The group looked up and there they
were: three forty-spotted pardalotes
in the canopy. They were on the
neighbouring property, Fiona says,
but likely already feeding on trees
they had planted.

Fiona and Graeme’s land borders Inala
Nature Reserve and connects with
other privately managed land, where
similar work is underway - through
Land for Wildlife, covenanted properties
and in reserves.

Together, these patches, managed by
people who care. are beginning to link
up across the landscape.

tasland.org.au/donate _privateland
or call (03) 6225 1399



https://tasland.org.au/donate_privateland/

HIGHLA

WEEDING

Grant Houniet at Silver Plains Reserve. Photo by Manderlee Anstice

Gardeners know how relentless weeding
can be. But in the Central Highlands, it
takes on another level of difficulty, with
steep hills, unstable boulders and long
days in the field.

Over summer, 13 volunteers worked
alongside reserves staff at Silver Plains
and Five Rivers reserves as part of our
weeding effort, now in its 14th year.

Ragwort (Jacobaea vulgaris) is a

weed that can quickly take hold across
paddocks and native vegetation. While
it might look harmless, with its bright
yellow flowers, a single plant can
produce tens of thousands of seeds.
These can remain viable in the soil

for more than 10 years, allowing new
plants to emerge long after mature
plants have gone.

The team and volunteers are trained
to recognise ragwort at different
growth stages. A flowering plant acts
as a beacon, around which we search
for younger plants. Plants are treated
either by hand-pulling or spraying.

Volunteers record plants using a
mapping app, dropping a pin at that
exact spot on the map. The app also
shows where plants were found in
previous years. This helps us return to
known sites, look for new plants, and
build a record of where ragwort
persists across the landscape.

Our reserves team spend weeks
preparing for summer weeding -
assessing infestations, planning logistics
and identifying areas needing extra
attention. And we'’re pleased to say
that this hard work is paying off!

Plant numbers have greatly reduced
over the years. Gemma Dyke, who
coordinates the volunteers, says that
even in the last two years, the change
has been noticeable - from hundreds of
plants to just a few dozen in some areas.

Volunteers and reserve staff spend
their days working methodically

across rugged terrain - unstable
boulders, steep hills, gullies, woody
debris and large fallen logs - sometimes
in hot conditions.

Volunteer Ngaio says the work
offers more than just time in the field.

‘| get to grow my knowledge of
Tasmanian ecosystems and build
practical skills alongside the reserves
team, she says. ‘There’s something
to be learned by everyone - whether
it’s looking after your own backyard
or understanding what makes these
environments so valuable!

People come back year after year,
and new volunteers join each summer.

‘It’s a massive collective effort both by
the reserves team and our incredible
volunteers, says Gemma. ‘We really
appreciate the time people give. We
literally couldn’t do it without them!

We are thrilled to be partnering
with the Tasmanian Symphony
Orchestra to explore new ways for
people to experience and connect
with Tasmania’s landscapes.

Art and music have long drawn
inspiration from the natural world -
and in turn, can shape how we see and
care for it. This partnership will explore
new ways to inspire connection with
Tasmania’s landscapes through music
and shared experiences in nature,
bringing together creative practice
and conservation in meaningful ways.

As part of this collaboration, we’ll
host an artist-in-residence on a
TLC reserve. The program will give
a musician, conductor or composer
the chance to spend time in nature,
drawing inspiration from the places
we are working to protect.

EXPLORE -+

View our properties for sale
and sign up to be alerted when
new properties are available


https://tasland.org.au/properties-for-sale/

Blue winged parrot sticker on a notebook. Artwork by Sam Lyne. Photo by Manderlee Anstice.

The Nature Writing Prize offered
one writer the chance to spend time
at Sloping Main Reserve to write
and to see what comes from being
immersed in a landscape.

We received an impressive 183 entries
for the award, which was a partnership
between TLC, Fullers Bookshop and
Island magazine.

As part of the prize, the winner,
Bridget Webster, spent a week at
Sloping Main Reserve.

Here, a white sand beach runs along
the coast. Low dunes rise behind it.
Beyond them, the marsh begins. The
phone reception is patchy and the air
is quiet - just wind, and the calls of
birds moving between the marsh and
the white gums behind the dunes.

Bridget’s week on the reserve changed
how she thinks about writing and the
natural world. Here, she writes about
her experience.

.....................................

The week | spent at Sloping Main Reserve
was transformative. | felt the range of
my emotions widen - the grief and terror
deeper than | let myself feel in the city
before scrambling for distraction, the
bliss and contentment more whole and
suffusing. Without other people, without
service, my thoughts were in constant
conversation with the life around me.

I spent a couple of hours most days
writing, an absolute gift. Most of my
time was spent exploring, swimming,
trying to soak up as much experience in
as fine detail as possible. | viewed my job

for the week as simply noticing and
feeling, an incredibly liberating task.

On the second day, raw with
reverence, | burst into tears, feeling
that | did not, could not deserve such
a rich experience. Mid-sob something
in me retorted No, actually. Everybody
deserves this kind of experience.

Every single person. Communion

with nature is one of our base human
rights, and it’s an abiding tragedy that
it has become luxury. This realisation,
of course, made me sob harder, but

in a much less gratuitously guilty

sort of way.

I genuinely have not before had
access to the kind of experience of
nature that this prize afforded me.

I also didn’t know that | needed

it. Extended solitude in nature is

a component of many land-based
culture’s spiritual practices. | felt
what I’m sure was the teensiest taste
of this, and | am changed. | can feel
that my writing will change, too.

This prize is stewarded by people
who are also committed to renewing
and revolutionising our relationship
with the nonhuman world - those

at Island magazine, at TLC, and at
Fuller’s Bookshop.

...................................

Latham'’s snipe. Photo by Peter Vaughan.
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At Silver Plains Reserve in the Central
Highlands, wetlands form a mosaic
across the landscape, and each summer,
they become a refuge for Latham’s snipe.

Here, Federation University Master’s
student Saundra LeClair is studying how
they use the wetland, particularly where
they hide during the day.

Latham’s snipe travel thousands of
kilometres from Japan and eastern
Russia to reach Tasmania each year.
Some birds make the journey non-stop
in as little as three to five days. In 2024,
110 were recorded at Silver Plains
Reserve, the second-highest count

in Tasmania.

But they are not easy to spot. By day,
they lie hidden in dense vegetation, their
plumage blending with sedges and fallen
timber. Often, you only realise they are
there when one bursts from the grass at
your feet.

Through fieldwork supported by our
Bird Conservation Fund Scholarship,
Saundra tracks where these shy birds
flush and measures vegetation at each
site, building a clearer picture of what
they need.

Early findings point to the importance

of dense, structurally complex
vegetation, a reminder that the ‘messy’
parts of wetlands are often the most
important. Saundra’s work will help guide
how wetlands are managed to support
Latham’s snipe, both in the Central
Highlands and further afield.
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Opening Friday 17 July 2026 | Handmark Gallery, Hobart

Inspired by Pine Tier at Five Rivers Reserve, this exhibition brings together works
by ten Handmark Gallery artists who spent time immersed in the landscape. Their
art draws on the textures, light and mood of this newly protected area, inviting
audiences to see the landscape from fresh perspectives and consider what it means
to protect places like these.

.............................................................................

20 August 2026 | CCAMLR, Hobart

Join us for our annual Science Symposium - an afternoon of short, engaging
presentations showcasing research from across TLC reserves. Hear from researchers
and TLC’s conservation team as they share new insights into Tasmania’s ecosystems
and the work underway to protect them. The afternoon will include panel discussions,
and afterwards you’re warmly invited to join us for drinks. If you can’t join us in
person, you’ll be able to tune in via livestream or catch up later with the recordings.
Keep an eye on your inbox for details!

..................................

While it marks the end of an era for
the old office, the move keeps TLC
connected to northern Tasmania

and alongside others working in the
environmental sector. Current and
former staff and friends recently
gathered at the Royal Oak to farewell
the Tamar Street office and celebrate
the many memories connected to it
over the years.

After many years on Tamar Street,
TLC’s Launceston team has moved
to a new office space in central
Launceston, leasing space with
NRM North on Cameron Street.

We acknowledge the Tasmanian
Aboriginal people as the traditional
custodians of the lands on which
we work and recognise their
continuing connection to land,
waters and culture.
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